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Mr. Baxter hath lately printed a Book cal- 'K 
led | The M\ſchiefs of Self-Io9norance, and 5 #5. 
the Benefits of Self-2Acquaintance | in the q--: 
Addrels of which Book to his dearly be- t 
loved the Inhabitants of Kidderminſter, 


| | 
he hath this enſuing paſlage relating to 


the Biſhop of Worceſter. | x 


x pl N a diſputation by writing, theſe of the othey part 
» Cr » formed an Argument, whoſe Major Propoſition x4 

O74 mins was tothis ſenſe (for 1 bave no Copy) [What- 

» * ſoever Book enjoyneth nothing but what is of 

| - P | 

@) it felt lawful, and by lawful authority, en- 
=> joynerh nothing that is ſintul,] we denied this hy + 
Propoſition, and at laſt gave arvers Reaſons of  U:? 
tr dental ; amongſt which one was, that [It may be unlawful by 
Accident, and therefore ſinful ] Tow now know my (rime; it 1s 
my comturring nith Learned Reverend Brethren, to grue this reaſon he 
of our dental of a Propoſition : yet they are not forlsdden to Preach ba 
\w it, (and 1 hope ſhall zot be) but only I, You bave publickly beard 4 4 
from a mouth that ſhould ſpeak nothing but the words of Charity, v,* 
Truth and Soberneſs, (eſpecially there) that this was [a deſperate 
ſhifr that men at the laſt arc forced to] and raferring | that 
then neither God nor man can enjoyn without fin] /z City aud 
A 2 Countrey 


Countrey this ſoundeth forth to my reproach; I ſbould take it fu 
an Aft of Clemency to bave been ſwitter profeſſealy for nothing, 
and that it might not bate been thought necty ary to offiit me tha 
defamation, that ſo I might ſeem juſtly affiutied by a proticatiten to 
Preach the Goſpel, But indeed is there th theſe nords of ours ſo great 
a Crime? thuugh we doubted not but they krew that our Ajjer;1on 
made not Every Evil Accident to be ſuch as made an 1npoſition 
uulaxful, yet we expreſſed this ty nord to tem at that 14110, ſur fear 
of betng miſreported : and I told it ta the Right Reverend Biſhop 
nhen he forbad me to Preach, and gave this as a reaſon: And ! 
muſt confeſs I am ſtill guilty of ſo much weakneſs, as tg te confident 
that Some things, not Evil of theraſel ves, may have Accidents 
fo Evil, as may make it a fin to him that ſhall Command 
them, 7s this optrion 11:40 ſilent nith all Gorennment > yaa 1 
muſt confeſs my ſelf guilty of ſo much greater weokneſs, as that 1 
thought I ſhould xecer batve found a man on Earth, that had the 
ordinary reaſon of' a May, that had made queſ{icn of it 3 yea 1 ſhall 
ſay more then that nhich bath offended (u1z.) That whentoever tl c 
commanding or forbidding of a thing indifferent 1s like to cc- 
caſion more hure than good,and this may be foreſeen, the com- 
manding or forbidding it is a fin, But yet thes 1s not the 4ſſerti- 
on that I am chargeable with, lut that [Some Accidents there 
may be that may make the Impoſition ſinful ] 1f 7 mey atk 
it without accuſing. of others, how would my Crime hate been dent 
minated if Thad ſaid the contrary > Jheuld I not have teen judged ut- 
meet to live 11 any governed Society > It 15 0t wilawful of it [lf to 
Command out a Navyto Sea: tut if it weve foreſeen t at they-would fall 
zito the Enemies hands, or were like to periſh ly any Accident, and 
the neceſſity of ſending them were ſmall, or none, it neve 4 ſin 10 
ſend them, It is not unlawful of it ſelf to ſell poyſon, or give a Unite 
to, another, or tobid ano:lex todo tt; tut if tt nere foreſeen that they 
wils: be wſed to poyſen or till the buyer, it 1s walawftl;, and I think the 
Law would make him beligue it that were guilty, It 15:7:0t of it ſelf 
unlawful to light a candle, or ſet five ons a flvaw; but if ut may be 
fareknawn, that by anothers neglagence or wilfnlneſs it 8 like to ſet 
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fire oz the City, or grue fire to a train or ftore of Gan-ponder that 7s 
wodes the Parlrament Houſe, when the King and Parlrament are 
thers, 1 crave the Biſhops. pardon, for believing that i: nere ſinful 
16 doit, or command tt ;- yea'or not to hitdes it (in ary fach tafe) 
when Qui non vetat peccare cum poreſk, juber, yea though gorng 
to Gods publick uorſbip be of it ſr fs (ar from being & ſin, that it is 4 
Duty, yet I think it 15a fir: to command it to at ty time of a ragin 

Peſttlence, or w'zen they ſhould be defending the Cuy agatift the of. 
ſault of an Enemy, it may rather then le a Caty to pro tit tt. 1 


think Paul ſpate not any thing eacanfiſtent with the” Gover ament of 


God oy Man, when be 6: both che Rule, s aud the Pegg * 5f ile Church, 
not ro deſtroy him with rheir meat for -whott\Chiiſt dycd; and 
when beſatth, he hathinor his power ro. deſtruRion, but to Edifi= 
cation ; yea there are evit'Accidents of a thing, wot evil of it ſelfthat 
are cauſ"d by the Commander : and it is my optuton that they may proce 
his command anlanful, 

But what need I uſe any other Inſt ances then that which was the mat- 
te/ of our diſpute > Suppoſe it never ſo lawful of it ſelf ts kneel in the 
Reception of the S«cramest, if it be tmprſed by & penalty that is 11- 
comparatly beyond the proportton of the offence, that penalty is an Ac- 
cident of the Command, and maketh it by Accident ſinful in the Con. 


 mander, If a Prince ſhould bave Subjetis ſo weak as that all of 


_ thought it & ſin againſt the example of Chriſt and the Canons 
of the General Councels, and many hundred years pra ce of the Church, 
to kneel tn the «Aft of Recetuing on the Lords Day, if be ſhould make a 
Law that all ſhould be put to death that would not kneel, when be fore- 
trew that thetr Conſciences would command them all,or moſt of them to 
dhe rather then obey, would any man deny bis command to be wn{1wful 
by this Accident 2 Whether the penalty of ejefting Miniſters that are 
nat put away all that do not kxeel, and of caſting out all te people that 
ſeruple it, from tle Church, be too great for ſuch a circumll ance (x1 (0 
n the reſt) and wether this, with the lament able eftate of many Con: + += 
$4i20ns, andibe diviſions that will follow, being all foreſeen, do v5 045 
the impoſitions unlawful which were then in Queſtion, is a Caſe that 1 
bad then @ clearer call' to ſpeak to, then I bave now; only I may ſay 

A 3 That 
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That the Eje&ing of the Servants of Chriſt from the Commu- 
nion of his Church, and of his faithful Miniſters from their $a- 
cred Work, when roo many Congregations have none but in- 
{ufficient, or ſcandalous Teachers, or no Preaching Miniſters at 
all, will appcar a matter of very great moment in the day of 
our accounts,and ſuch as ſhould nor be done vpon any but a ne- 
ceſſary cauſe, where the benefit is greater then this hurt (and all 
the reſt) amounts to, 


Having given you (to whom I owe it) this account of the cauſe ſor 
which I am forbidden the exerciſe of my Miniſtry in that Countrey, | 
now direft theſe Sermons to your bands, that ſeeing I cannot teach you 
as I would, I may teach you as I can: And if 1 much louger enjoy 
ſuch Liberty as this, it will be much atoue my expeRation, 
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The — of Worceſter's Letter to a Friend 
for Vindication of bimſelf from Mr. Baxter's 
Calumny. | 


SIK 


Have received that Letter of yours, where- 
by you inform me that Mr. Baxter hath late- 
ly written and printed ſomething with ſuch 
a reftetion upon me, that I am obliged ro 

take notice of it, 

I thank youfor your care of my Reputation, 
which next co Contcience ought to be the dear- 
eſt of all chings to all men, eſpecially to men of my 
Profeſſion and Order, who the more they are vis 
lified (whether juſtly or unjuſtly ) the Tels good 
they will beable to do, eſpecially amonglt thole 
that have induſtriouſly been prepolleſſed with pre- 
judice either againſt their Pertons or their Fun- 
Gtions This was Et. Paxls Calc, when there were 
lome that did what they could to make the Co- 
rinthians to undervalue his perſon, that thereby 
they might diſcredit his Doctrine, and wertken 
lis Authority, whom cherefore he thinks he may 
without 
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without breach of Charity call Falſe Apeſiles and 
Deceitful Workers, Nay this was our Saytours. own 
Caſe, wha, whileft he lived here upon the Earth, 
was ever and anon traduced and flandred by the 
S$cribes and Pharilces, thoſe proud Hypocrites, who 
were the greateſt pretenders to holineſs, and yet 
the greateſt ſeducers of the people,and the grofleſt 
fallifyers of Grads Word, that ever were in the 
world, until theſe our times, which have brought 
forth a generation of men (S t. 7cnapriſ-would 
have called, them a. Generation. of Vipers) who in 
the Art of holy jugling and. malicious flandring 
have out-done the Phariſecs themſelves, and all 
that, went before them; witneſs their ſo often 
wrelting and perverting the Scripture in their Ser- 
mons to ſtir up the people. to Seditzon, and. their 
as often LibeJling the, King in their Prayers, in or- 
der to the making of his SubzeQs firſt to hate. him, 
then to fight. againſt him, and. at laſt to take 
away his Crown, and his Life from him: And is 
it any wonder that thoſe that are ſuch Enemies to 
Kings, ſhould, not be friends. to Biſhops.? or that 
one ( who hath done what. he could to make the 
late King odious unto his People) ſhould: do -what 
he can likewiſe to make the Paſtor odious unto 
his Flock 2 to his Flock I ſay; For it is the Bj- 
Sbop of Worceſter, and not Mr. Baxter that is Paz 
ſtor of Kidderminſter, as wcll as of all other Paro- 
chial Churches in that Diocels; neither did I or 
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any other Biſbop of Worceſter, ever commit the Care 
of Souls in that, orany other Pariſh of that Dio. 
ceis ro Mr Baxter, though by that Preface of his 
to thoſe of Kidderminſter, he wonld make the 
world belicve, that they were his Flock, and not 
mine, and that therctore he hath the more reaſon to 
complain of my defamation of him (as he calls it) 
in th:t place and before that people : whereas the 
cruth is that Mr, Baxter was never either Parſon, 
Vicar, or Carate there orany where elle in my Dio- 
cel>; for he nevercame in by the Door, that is, by 
any legal right or lawful admiſſion into that Sheep- 
fold, but ciimbed up ſome other way, namely, by 
violence and intruſion, and therefore by Chriſts 
own inference he was a Thief and a Robber; and 
indeed he did Rob him that was then, and is now 
again the lawtul Vicar of thit Church ; he Robbed 
him I ſay,firft of his Reputation amongſt his Flock, 
and then of his means and maintenance, by taking 
away the Fleece as weil as the Flock from him ; 
though(as Mr. Baxter himſelt hath confeſſcd to me) 
Hebe a man of an unblamable life and converſation, 
though not of ſuch parts (ſaid Mr. Baxter ) as are 
fit to qualifte him for the Cure of ſo great a Congrez 
gation , which whether it were 1o or no, I am 
lure Mr. Baxter was not to be the Judge 3 but in 
that Caſe the Biſlop that was then living ſhould 
and would have provided him a Coadjutor, as I 


have done ſince, and ſuch an oneas I hope will feed 
B chac 
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that flock with much more whollome Doctrine | 
then Mr, Baxter did, when he fowed the ſeed of 
Schiſm and Sedition, and blew the "Trumpet of 
Rebellion amongſt them. For which cauſe | 
thought it my Duty ( as being their Paſtor in 
Chict) not onely to forbid Mr, Baxter to Preach 
there any more, which, by the way, he had done 
without my Licenſe ; but likewiſe to Preach there 
my ſelf, and to do what I could to undeceive that 
poor ſeduced and miſerably deluded people; 
which was not to be done, as long as they had 
the perſon of their Seducer in fo great admiration, 
and therefore by the example of St. Paul, who in 
order tothe lame end did take the ſame courſe with 
Alexander the Copper-{mith, with Demas, Philetus, 
and Hymeness; as likewife bythe example of Chriſt 
himſelf, who in order to the ſame end, did take 
the ſame courle with the Scribes and Phariſees, I 
thought it necefiary to let them know that one that 
was of great authority amongſt them (meaning in: 
deed, though not naming Mr, Baxter) was not 
man they took him for ; that he had not dealt faithfully 
with them, nor preached the word of God ſincerely to 
them, when be made them beliewe it was lawful for 
them to take up Arms againſt the King , nor in ſuffer- 
ing (if not making) them to ſcruple at theſe things as 
wnlawful, which he bimſelf confeſſes to be lawful; 
and afterwards making uſe of thoſe fcruples of 
theirs (which hc himſclt bad infulcd into them , or 
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not endeavoured to take from them) as the only 
argumcnt why thoſe things they did fo fcruple at 
ſhould not be enjoyn'd by lawful Authority, 
though lawful in themſelves, becauſe, forfooth, 
the enjoyning of things lawful by lawful Autbority, if 
they may by Atcident be the occaſion of fin, is ſinful 
which aflertion of his (as I then (aid, and muſt ſtill 
maintain) is deſtructive of humane ſociety in tax 
king away the Authority of Commanding and the 
obligation of obeyiug, together with the whole 
Legiſlative power, Civil as well as Eccleliaſtical, 
and Divine as well as Humane. And thus much 
(as Mr. Baxter himſcit faith) I told him before in 
mine own houſe, neither did he then deny the al- 
ſertion, or endeavour to diſprove what 1 interrd 
from it, by any of thoſe diſtinftions or inſtances 
he now uſeth. And that this 1s true the Reverend 
Dr. VVarmſiry now Dean of WorceSter will witnefs 
for me,whom I deſired to be by whileſt I conterr'd 
with Mr, Baxter, foreſeeing what miſreport a man 
of Mr. Baxters principles and temper was like e- 
nough to make of what ſhould paſs betwixt us, 
And it was very well I did ſo; for I find that the 
Presbyter alwell as the Papift will ſerve themſelves, 
as ofren as they are put ro it, of their pie fraudes, 
or holy artitices, of (peaking more orleſs then the 
truth, as it makes more or leſs for their purpoſe or 
advantage as likewiſe of putting xon canſam pro 
cauſa, or a part and a le(s principal part of the 
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cauſe for the whole cauſe. For who would not 

think that knows not Mr. Baxter, that when he tels 

his Diſciples of Kidderminſter, You now know my 

Crime, with reference to the aforeſaid aflertion, 

and to that only, who would not think, I ſay,thar 

either there was nothing elle objzefted againſt him, 

or at leaſt nothing of moment, or that could be any 

juit and reaſonable cauſe of my forbidding him 

to Preach in my Diocels * eſpecially when he 

adds that the Right Rewerend Biſbop gave him this 

as a reaſon for bis forbidding him to Preach , where if 

he means that the Biſbop gave him this as the only, 

or the principal reaſon, he ſpeaks without truth, 

and againſt his Conſcience; for the firſt and prin- 

cipal reaſon the Biſbop gave him for his forbidding 

him to preach, was (as he well knows, and as the 

Dean of Worceſter will witneſs againlt him.) His 

P : eaching before without Licenſe, having no Cure of 

bis own to Preachto ; whercunto when he replycd, 

T had promiſed to give him ſuch a Licenſe as the Biſbop 

of London bad given bim, viz. Quam diu fe bene 

gercret, & durante beneplacito, I rezoyn'd, That 

it was true indeed, I had once promiſed to give bim 

ſach a Licenſe, but withal, that it was as true, that | 

firſt 1 had never promiſed to give him a Licenſe, if be 

root it before I gawe it him; and that for this pre» | 

ſumption of his, I bad now forbidden bim to Preach 
| 
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any more. Secondly, That I lnew more of him ſince 
then I did at that time ; for, firſt, I bad been cre- 
dibl, 


touching M": Baxter, Cc. 7 


dibly informed, that he had abuſed the Biſhop of Lon- 
don's favour by preaching facliouſly, though not in the 
City, yet inthe Dioceſs of London, and I named :\: 
place to him: Secondly, that ſince that promiſe of 
mine (which cannot be ſuppoſed to bz other then Con. 
ditional ) I my ſelf had heard him at a Conference in 
the Savoy, maintaining ſuch a Poſuion as was deſtru- 
Give to Legiſlative Power both in God and Man 
( meaning the Atlertion before ſpoken of, viz, 
That the enjoyning of things lawful by lawful Autho- 
rity, if they might by Accid:nt be the cauſe of ſin, was 
fenful ) which Aſſertion of his with the borrible con- 
ſequences of it I told him then at Worceſter, I had for- 
werly told hint of at the Savoy openly, and before all 
the company that was at the Conference ; whereuntso 
all that he replyed at my ſecond telling him at 
Worceſter, was, that be bad uſed ſome diStinGions to 
ſalve that Aſſertion from thoſe conſequences ; but 
what thoſe diſtinctions were he did not then men- 
tion, (as Dr. Warmſtry can witneſs) though in this 
printed addreſs of his to his friends of Kidder- 
minſier, he ſaith, be did tell the Biſhop in what a li- 
mited and reſtrained ſenſe he and his brethren under- 
ſtood that Afſertion ; which whether they did or no, 
will appear by and by, when we ſhall more nearly 
examine his printed Narrative as to that particular, 
In the mean time, though I faid indecd that one 
that held and was likely to teach ſuch DoErines, 
was not to be {uFzred to-Preach unto the People, 
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yet this was not then alledged by me as the caule 
or crume for which I had forbidden him to I reach, 
(for that, as 1 faid before, was His preſuming to 
Preach without a Licenſe) but only as a reaſon 
why I ſhould have thought my ſelt not obliged by 
the promile 1 had formerly made him, to give him 
a Licenſe, though he had not otherwiſe torfcited 
his Chaim to that promiſe by Preaching without, 
or before he had it, Laſtly, He might have re- 
membred another rcaſon I gave him why I could 
not have made good that promiſe, namely, thoſe 
principles of Treaſon and Rebellion publickly extant 
in bis Books, which I had not taken notice of till af- 
ter the making of that promiſe, and which till be ſbould 
recaxt in as publick a manner, I thought my ſelf ob. 
liged in Conſcience not to ſuffer bim to Preach in my 
Dioceſs ; whereunto his Anſwer was, That what: 
ſoewer he had ſaid or done in that kind, was pardoned 
by the AS of Indewpnity : True, laid I, ſo far as the 
King can pardon it, that is, in regard of its corporal 
puniſbment here in this world, but it is God that muſt 
pardon the guzlt or obligation to puniſhment in the 
world to come, which be will nat without Repentance, 
and it is the Church that mu$t pardon the ſcandal, 
which ſhe cannot do neither without an bonourable a- 
mends made ber by publict Confeſſron and Recantatren, 
I could tel] Mr. Baxter in his car likewiſe, that in 
excule of his Rebellious Principles formerly pub- 
liſhed, he ſaid, That now the Parliament bad De 
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clared where the Soweraign Power was, he ſbould ac- 
knowledge it and ſubmit to it, as if the King owed 
his Soveraignty to the declaration of a Parliament, 
which is as falſe as Rebcllious, and as dangerous 
a principle as any of his former, however by 
what hath been ſaid, it appears that Mr. Baxter 
| meant to impole upon his credulous friends at 
Kidderminſter, and upon his unwary Readers, by 
' | making them believe that was the only cauſe for 
| | which che BiÞbop forbad him to Preach , which 
was neither the'only, nor the principal cauſe, why 
the Biſbop did ſo, nor indeed, to ſpeak properly, 
any caule of it at all ; for the only proper caufe 
; | for which the Bibop forbad him to Preach, was His 
Preaching before without the Biſhops Licenſe ; the 
other which he pretends, tozether with the third 
which he conceals, were properly and profc(- 
1 I} fedly the Cauſes why the Bijſbap would not take 
, I off thet prohibition , or why he would not give 
1 Þ him a Licenſe to Preach for the future, either at 
i Kidderminſter , or in any other place of his Dio- 
, | &(5, uncil he ſhould publickly retra& that Poli- 
| Þ tion which he had opevly afſerted at the Confte- 
; © rence, and ſhould publickly renounce likewiſe 
” I thole (editions and rebellious principles which are: 
publiſhed in his Books, And this 1s the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing bur che reuch of what 
patied betwixt me and Mr. Baxter at Worceſter , be- 
ioce I preachedat Kidderwisfter, where whether X 
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defamed him, or he, by ſaying fo, hath not groſly 
defamed me, will appear by that which tollows ; 
wherein that I mrght neither be deceived my elf, 
nor deceive others, I have not truſted to my own 
memory only, as Mr. Baxter ſaith he doth to his, 
but I have conſulted with Dr,Gnnning and Dr. P ear- 
ſon, two of the three that managed that Conte- | 
rence with Mr. Baxter and his Aſſiſtants, and have 
ſeen that Aſſertion in the ſame ſenſe that I ob- 
ject it, and Mr. Baxter diſclaimes it, affirmed by 
Mr. Baxter himſelf under his own hand. 

I found Mr, Baxter at the Savoy engaged in a 
Diſpute, andI perceived that to keep himlelf off 
from that part ofthe argument which would pres } 
near to the merits of the Canſe, he had often affir- 
med in his Arſwers, That the Command of amoii } 
lawful A4 was ſinful; if that A& commanded might } 
prove to any one a ſin per accidens, T his Aſſertion I I] | 
did then and there preſently and openly lay to his 
charge ; and when he denicd it (as it was molt fre: 
quent with him immediatcly to deny what he had 
before affirmed) the anſwers which he had delivered 
written with his own hand were produced, and 
upon the reading of them, the Juſtice of my ch:rge 
was moſt apparent ; whereupon I urged him far: 
ther, that this Aﬀertion of his was not only talſe, F | 
bur deſtructive of all Authority Humane and Di- F i 
vine, asnot only denying all power to the Chuich F \ 
of making Canons Eccleſiaſtical for the better F 
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ordering and governing of the Church, bur allo 
taking away all _ Power from the King 
and Pariitament, andeven from God himſelf: I de- 
liveredatche ſametime my reaſon for whar I 1aid, 
which was briefly this, becauſe there can be no 
Act lo good of it ſelf, but may prove per Accidens, 
or by Accident, a ſin; And therefore, if to Com- 
mand an Act which may prove per accidens a fin, be 
a ſin, then airy Comal mult be a fin. And it 
tocommand be a fin, then certainly Ged can com- 
mand nothing, becauſe God cannot fin ; and by the 
ſame reaſon, Kings, Parliaments and Churches 
ought not to command any thing, becauſe they 
ought not to lin. 

Thus far I then charged Mr. Baxter, and to this 
Charge he gave then no latisfaftion. Neither can [I 
et conceive it poſhibleto gice any farisfaftion, bur 
y one of thele two wayes,cither by proving thar the 
Aflertion, with which I charged him, was never his, 
or by ſhewing that the conlequence [ urged, is not 
good ; neither of which was he then able to do: 
and by what he hath now been plealed to publiſh, 
it is morethen probable that'he can never pertorm 
either of them, 

For in his bold, but weak Apology, he doth 
not ſo much as pretend ro ſhew any Invalidity 
in my Inference, and for the Afſertion with 
which I charged him, he denies it lo poorly, and 


i 


goes about to prove another inftea1 of ir fo ma- 
C | ni- 


nifeſtly, that he may without any injury be inter- 
preted to yield ir. Hefaith indeed now, That þe 
cold us that bis Aſſerti9 made not every Evil Accident to be 
ſuch as made an Impoſution un!lawfull, But whether he 
ever {aid lo before this time or no, it was then clear- 
ly proved that he did aſlert, That an AZ for nothing 
elſe, but becauſe it might be per accidens a ſin, could nyt 
be commanded without ſin. 

And now in his publick appeal, he hath taken a 
ſtrange way to wipe off all this, tor he makes a ve- 
ry brief Narration, and moſt notoriouſly imper- 
tet, and then ſayes, You know my Crime, as if that 
were all that had been, or could be objected againſt 
him. Beſides, in the relating of this ſhort Narra- 
tive, herelies wholly upon his own memory ; nor 
lo much as endeavouring to ſatishe himlelf, before 
he prelumed to fatishe others, How his memory 
may be in other things I know nor, in this if it hath 
been faithfull ro him, he hath been very unfaichful 
ro others. He relates an Anſwer in what terms he 
plealerh,and brings one Propoſition,as made by his 
CUpponents in what terms he thinks fit, and the Ap- 
plication of this an{wer to that Propolition he pro- 
poundeth as all his Crime, whereas his an(wer was 
tar more largely given, and that to ſeveral Propolt- 
tions in leveral Syllogilms,ot which the Propolition 
vihich he relatecth was but one, or rather none ; lo 
that he hath molt ſhametully abulev his Ditciples at 
Kidaerminſter, with a ſhort and partial Narratve ot 
his fact. A: 
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As for his Concurring wit Learned Reverend Brethren, 
(w!.ich he would pretend to Ie part of his Crime ) 
and his invidious infinuation, That they are not for- 
bidden to Preach for it, though he be, the realon is clear. 
He had often delivered this Allerction before the 
company, his Brethren had not, the words of the 
Anlwer were wiitten with his hand, not with his 
Brethrens, His Brethren had ſeveral times decla- 
red themlelves not to be of his Opinion ( as partt- 
cularly when he afhrmed ( That a man might live with- 
out any attual ſin) And therefore we were lo juſt as 
not to charge them with this Aſection; elpecially 
conſidering they did ſhew themſelves unwilling to 
enter upon this diſpute, and (ſeemed to like much 
berrer another way tending to an amicable and fair 
compliance, which was wholly fruſtrated by Mr. 
Baxters furious eagernels to engage in a Diſpu- 
ration. 

All his diſcourſe which followerh ( after his irm- 

erfe&t Narrative) in juſtification ot himlelf, is 
grounded helt upon a milreporting of his own 
Aſſertion ; Secondly, upon the dillembling of the 
ſeveral Propolitions, to which his anlwer was fo 
ofren applied ; Thirdly, upon his pretending 
That he fayes more now, thin that which had offended 
formerly ; which is molt palpably falle, and 1 all 
probability {if he have any memory) againſt hs 
own Conlcience. And this will prelently ap- 
pear by the vanity and impertinency ot all choſe 
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ſpecious inſtances which he brings co mollifie his 
Allertion. 

To Command a Navy to Sea ( he layes) © lawfull 
but if it were foreſeen that they would fall into the E- 
nemies hand, or were like to periſh by any accident, it 
were a ſin to ſend them. Is this more then he ſaid 
before, or is it any defence of his Aſlertion ar all ? 
It is not certainly, becauſe the Opponents had 
pur it expreſly in the Propolition ; That the AF in 
it ſelf lawful , was to be ſuppoſed to have nothing 
conſequent , which the Commander of it onght to pro- 
vide againſt . and yet. being ſo ſtated, Mr. Baxter 
affirmed, That if the Aft might be per accidens ſin- 
ful, the Commanding of it was fin. Now certainly 
the falling of a Navy into the Enemies hand, or 
the pony of it any other way, if foreſeen, ought 
to be provided againſt by the Commander ; where- 
as Mr, Baxters anſwer did import, Thar if any 
Prince did Command a Fleet to Sea, though he 
did not foreſee the Fleet would fall into the Ene- 
mies hand, or periſh any other way, yet if by Ac- 
cident it miſcarried that or any other way, which 
he could not foreſee, or were not bound to pro- 
vide againſt , the very Command at firſt was 
fin. 

The ſame reaſon nullifes his inſtances of the 
poyſon, and the knife , becaule the {in in (elling 
them ſuppoleth the murder of the buyer to be 
foreſeen , and conſequently that the ſeller ought 
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to prevent it ; but if he will ſpeak in correſpon- 
dence to his former Anſwer, he muſt ſhew, that 
though the ſeller do not foreſee that the buyer 
will uſe the poylon or the knife, to his own, or 
any other mans deſtruction, yer if by any Accident 
or miſtake, either the buycr, or any other periſh 
by the poylon or the kaite, the Seller is guilcy of 
his "od 3 

His inſtance of ſetting a City on fire, or putting Gun- 
powder under the Parliament Flouſe when the King and 
Parliament are there, is of the ſame nature, and needs 
no addition of anſwer bur onely this, that Mr. Bax- 
ter, ina ſenſe too true, hath been very inſtrumental 
in ſetting the City on fire, and in adding powder 
to the Parliament. 

The reſt which follows betrayes the ſame weak- 
neſs, becauſe the inconveniences are urged upon 4 
Duty to prohibit them, and his anſwer did charge the 
Command with (tn in reſpect of ſuch Accidents, as 
it was no part of the Commanders Duty to provide 
againſt. Ir is therefore moſt certain, that no one 
ot thoſe inſtances ſingly, nor all of them joyntly 
have any force in any meaſure to juſtifhe that Aſler* 
tion which Mr. Baxter did maintain, and whereof 
he 1s acculed. 

As for that laſt inſtance, which was ( faith he ) 
the matter of the Diſpute, and which he urgeth in 
this manner, ( Suppoſe it never ſo lawful of it ſelf 


to Kneel in the reception of the Sacrament , if it be 
impoſed 
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impoſed by a penalty, that is incomparably beynl the | 
þ-0por tion of the offence , that penalty 5 an Accident 7 
of the Command, and mak«th ut by Accident finfull to | 
the ( ommander ) he 1s manikeltly guilty of a double 
tallthication : Firlt , in precending the matter in | 
dilputc, was the impoſarion of kneeling at the ( ommu- 
nion; when this very matter was expreſly rejected ? 
in the very beginning of the dilpute, as belonging 

to the Canons, not the Common-Prayer-Book, ? 
the lawtulneſs of which Canons the Commillio- | 
ners had no authority to debate, and Mr. Baxter | 
knows, that his Argument was denied upon that Þ 
ground. The ſecond falſification is yer greater, | 
in urging the penalty to make the Commaud fin-! 
ful, when his Aniwcr did charge the Command] 
wich ſin, wichour any relation to the puniſhmen:, 
and when the Propoſition he replied ro was of 
framed, that all unjuſt penalties were in terminus} 
expreſly excluded, even | Une | lay he charged the | 
Command of a lawtul Ac with fin, it it were? 
otherwile by Accident finful ; though by the way? 
I muſt not grant that the penalcy impoled by the 
Law for not kneeling art the Receiving of the Sa- 
Crainent ( namely the not admitting of luch as will 
not kneel, at the recciving of it) 4 incomparably 
g1r-ater then the 8ffence , for the greatnels of the ot 
tence in ſuch caſes, and as it ſtands in relation t 
luch or ſuch a penalty appointed for ir, is not t 
be mcalured by che Quality of the Act conlidere 


in it (elf, but by the more or leſs milchievous con- 
ſequences it is likely ro produce, it men be not re- 


. J ftrain'd from ſuch an Act by ſuch a penalty; for 
,, } example, when a Souldier is hang'd for [tealing of 
leY * Hen, or for raking away any thing of never fo 
® little toy without paying tor it, no wile man 


J will blatye the Gwmeral for ſuch a ſeverity, be- 
4| cauſe if he did not do lo ,. every one would take 
\. & what he pleaſed, which would diſcourage the 
> F Countrey trom bringing in provihons, and con- 
ſequently the wholearmy would be ruin d. And 


< J as the Martial, ſo the Civil and Ecclefiaſtical Laws 
\  likewile in commanding or forbidding any thing 
- F under ſuch or ſuch a penalty, have an eye not 1» 


'Y much to the merit of the Action it lelf, as to the 
more or leſs danger of the Publick in the conſe- 
AF quences of it;' whence ir comes to paſs, that a 
' lets evil may fomerimes moſt jultly be forbidden 
under a more ſevere penalty then a greater, becauſe 
\ the former may be of much more dangerous con- 
J ſequence then the latter; fo that he that will 
" judge rightly, and impartially of the equity or 
AF iniquity of appointing or inflicting ſuch or luch a 
penalty, he muſt not lo much contider the quality 
of the Tranſgrethon tingly in it lelt, nor whether 
1M it be from weakneſs, or wiltulnels in the party 
tranſgreffing (as he is this or that individual perlon) 
bur rather he mult conlider what the Conſequence 
would be of the breach of ſuch acommand it ir 
were 
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were not prevented by luch a penalty, alwayes ſup- 
poliag the Command ir ſelf co be lawtul, and that 
tie tranigrefſor, of it is to be conlidered as he 


{tznds 1a relation to that -whole Body, whether C1i- | 
vil, or Eccleſiaſtical, whereot he is a part; and | 
that the whole is not to be endangered our of ten- | 
dernels and indulgence to ſome particulars, as evi- | 
dently it would be, if every,.man were left at li- | 


berty ro do, what ſeem'd beſt in his own eyes, 
even in the, Ceremonials and Circumſtantials of 
Gods Worthip; for conſidering the pride and felt- 
love that is in humane nature, which makes men lo 


overvalue their own practiſes and their own opi- | 
nions, . that they are, alwayes apt to undervalue | 


thoſe that will not conform to them, as it alwayes 


hath been, ſo ic alwayes. will be; he that wor- | 
{hippech God one wa, will either judge or con- 
demn him that worthipperth God. another way ; he 
that Kneeteth at the Sacrament, will be thought to | 
be Idolatrous or Superſticious by him that Kneel- 
eth not, and him that kneeleth not will be pang 
Us 
from divertity grows diſlike, from diſlike enmity, | 


wiltul, or weak, by him that kneeleth. Andrt 


from enmiry oppoſition, and from oppoſition, 
firſt Separation and Schilm in the (hurch, andthen 
Faction, Sedition and Rebellion in the Stare; 
which is a progrels very natural, and I would we 
had not found 1t to be ſv by our own experience; 
for as the ſafety of a State depends upon the 


ſafet 
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ſafety of the Church, ſo the fafety of the Churc! 
depends upon Unity, and Unity. it {elf depends 
upon Unitormity, and Unitormity, there cannor 
be, as long as there is divetſity or dhvers waies of 
worſhip in the ſame Church, which will | be al. 
waies, unle(s it be lawful for publick Authority 
to oblige all particulars ro one way: of: publick 
worſhip, and that under ſuch penalties, as the 


Law-givers fhall chink- neceſfary to prevent the 


diſturbing of the publick Peace and fafety; the 
preſervation whereof being the main end of all 
Laws, and of all penaltics appointed by Law, 
thoſe practites that are cither intentionally or con- 
ſequentially deſtruftive to this End, may be, and 
no doubt onght ro be reſtrain'd by tevere (penal: 
ries, Iris not therefore the not inecling at the 
Sacrament, but the breaking of the Orders of the 
Charch, and the- endangering of the Peace and 
Safety of the whole, which our Laws puniſh by 
not admitting ſuch unto the Sacrament, as will 
not, or perhaps dare not kneel at it; for as they 
will not endanger the Peace of their Conſciences 
for the Churches ſake; ſoir becomes the Law- 
givers not tocndanger the Churches and the States 
Peace for their ſakes: And furely when there 
is a necefſity of the yielding of the one or of the 
other, it 5 much more reaſonable that a part 
ſhould yield unto the whole, then the whole un- 
to a part, clpecially when the whole cannot 
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yield without endangering it (clf, and with it (elf 
even thoſe themſelves alſo, that,will they nill they, 
muſt be involved in the ruine of it ; as the Preſ- 
byterians have found by their own expericnce 
allo, who by their groundleſs and needleſs fepa- 
ration from us, have given example and ground 
enough for others to teparate from them, till by 
dividing and ſubdividing from one another, there 
was nothing of Unitormity, or unity, or order, or 
decency left in that Church, which was former! 

(and I hope by the Prudence and Piety of Pub: 
lick Authority will be now again) the Cilory and 
Pattern of all other Proteſtant and Reformed. 
Churches in the world ;_ of which, by the way, 
there is not one which doth not uſe as great (c= 
verity for the preſcrving of Unity by Unitor- 
mity as we do, even in this particular; for do 
not the Proteſtant Churches in France enzoyn 
Standing,the Churches of Holland,Scotland,and the 
Churches of Germany that follow Calvin enjoyn. 
Sitting, and the Churches that follow Luther there 
and el{where enjoyn Kneeling as we do, and all of 
them upon the {ame pevalty of not recciving it 
otherwiſe? And is it not as lawful for our 
Church, as fgr all other Proteſtant, an! all other 
Chriſtian Churches, to require of her Children the 
lItke conformity to her Laws under the like pe- 
nalty for the ſame end, and to prevent the ſane 


danger  Tes (replyed Mr, Baxter when this que- 
| {tion 


Py, 
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ſtion was asked him) juſt as lawful,that is, not law- 
ful at all, ſuch an injundion upon ſuch a penalty be- 
ing ſinful, whereſoever and by whomſoever it is en- 
joyned. O happy England, that hath ſuch an Ari: 
farchus as is worthy to cenſure all the Churches 
of the wor!d, whole Catholick pradtiſe (if it croſs 
Mr, Baxters opinion) mult preſently without more 
adoc be Condemn'd as ſinful, and all the world 
muſt be Lyars rather then Mr. Baxter muſt not 
be juſtified in his ſayings, You have before ſeen 
the ingenuity and veracity, you now ſee the hu-z 
mility, and the modeſty of the Man; and indeed 
in proportion, of the whole party, for crimine ab 
uno,——Diſce omnes. Burt doth Mr. Baxter and 
the reſt of his perſwaſton think indeed, that it is 
ſo great and grievous a puniſhment to be kept 
from the Sacrament when men will not receive it 
in that way and upon thoſe terms that the Church 
offers ? it they do, _w then do they deny it to fo 
many that hunger and thirſt after it, whenſocver 
either by reaſon of Age, or Lamenels, or fickneſs, 
or ſome other bodily infirmity they cannot come 
to Church for it ? eſpecially when the Catholick 
Church in the 12* Canon of the firſt General 
Councel commands it be given even to thoſe rhat 
are Excommunicate, if they defire it when the 
are in Extremis, or going out of the world. Sec- 
condly, why have they ſuffered ſo many whole Pa- 
riſhes in Exgland under their charge to have been 
D 2 without 
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without a'Communion ſo many years together, as 


I am credjbly informed they have ? Thirdly, why 
do they reject thoſe from the Sacrament,that will ' 
not come before hand to them to be examined | 
by them, there being neither precept nor practiſe | 


in the GCroſpel, nor Canon in the Church, either 
to warrant them to require it, or to oblige the 


Pcople to ſubmit to it upon any ſuch penalty? 


I am ſure St, Paul when he chides thoſe of the 


Church of Corizth for coming ignorantly to the | 
Sacrament, and for behaving themſclyes profanc- | 
ly at the Sacrament, that which he preſcribes for | 
avoiding the ſame or the like faults for the fu- 
ture, is nat that every man ſhoald come, and be | 
examined by tbe Miniſtcr, but that every man | 
ſhould examine bimſelf before be eat of that Bread and | 
drink of that Cup; And yet I will not deny but | 
that every man; before he Communicates ought | 
to be well Catechisd and inſtructed by the Miniſter, | 


and thereby enabled to examine himfelf the better ; 
nor wHl I deny neither but that every man may and 
ought in Calc of ſcruple of mmd or trouble of 
conlicience to 2dviſe with, and to be adviſed by 
him thas hath the cure of bis Soul , but that evez 
xy tan as often as he intends to receive the Sa- 
crament, ſhould be obliged under the penalty of 
being rejected from it, to come and to be exami- 
ned by the Minilter, this is that which | utterly 
deny, and which I take to be the ſame thing in 

othc? 
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other words with that of Auricular Confeſſion; ſo 
that they whoexaG the one, have no reaſon to 
condemn the other, unleſs it be becauſe they 
would ingroſs it wholly unto themſelves : Howſo- 
ever, if refuſing the Sacrament to thole that will 
not knecl, wh:n the Church enjoyns it, be a pe- 
nalty ſo far tranicending the offence, how much 
more mult the ſame penalty tranſcend the offence, 
when there is indeed no offence at all? for 
where there i no »{weg, there can be no are, 
where there 5 no Law there can be no tranſ- 
preſſion, and conſequently there being no Law 
of God nor Man that requires all Communi- 
cants to be pre-examined by the Miniſter, thoſe 
that are refuſed the Sacrament becauſe they will 
not be pre-examined, arc puniſhed with the fame 

iſhmene which they complain of, for no of- 
fence at all, And therefore ſe maxime digna ef= 
ſem (:72y our Church lay) iſta contumeliay indigns 
wor, qu faceretis tamen > for, Who art thow O Man 
thet jrd;:oſt another 2 nay, that Judgeſt thy Mother, 
when thou cyrſt the ſame, or worle, thing, then thoſe 
are for which thou condemneſt her £ And how 
can any man of rcaſon be fo ferupulous, as to 
quit his Calling, rather then deny the Sacrament 


to thoſe that: will not receive it kneeling, when 


the Church commands it ſhould neither be taken 
nor given otherwiſe, and yet make no {cruple at 
all of denying it to. whole Pariſhes ? of denying it 
D 3 to 
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ro thoſe that cannot come to Church for it, 
though deſirous of 1, and qualified for it, and 
ſuch as have moſt necd of it co ſtrengthen their 
faith in their laſt Agony? and Iaſily, of denying 
it to ſuch as refuſe to be pre-examined by them, 
and all this without any command or warraut 
from CGrods Word, and contrary to the Command 
and Cuſtome of Gods Church ? whereby it plain- 
ly appears, that cither they do not think the re: 
ceiving of the Sacrament of ſo great importance, 
as indced it is, nor the denying-of it fo great an in- 
Jury or puniſh'ment as they pretend it to be; or 
elſe that they would have every Miniſter to be a 
Monarch or Soveraign Law-giver in his own Paz 
riſh, and this indeed is that chey would fain be 
at, now they have loſt their hopes of Govern- 
ing the whole Kingdome; for you ſec by what 
Mr, Baxter adds, that if they may not be ſuffered 
to give or deny the Sacrament to whom they 
plcaſc, and in effe& to do what they liſt in their 
own Pariſhes, they threaten to quit their Stati- 
ons, which he calls being Ejeed becauſe they dare 
not put away all that will not kneel at the Sacra- 
ment: And this menace they often repeat upon 
all occaſions, as if they were the only men thar 
could carry on the work of the Lord, or as if 
the Church muſt needs fink and periſh, if it want- 
ed ſuch Pillars as they are to uphold it. Burt 
(thanks be to Cod for it) the Church of Eng- 


land 
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land is not yet (notwithſtanding all their endea- 
vours to that purpoſe) reduced to ſo very ill a 
condition, that ſhe cannot ſubſiſt without them ; 
whereas the truth is, ſhe cannot ſubſilt with them, 
as long as they continue to be what they have 
been, the ſowers and tomenters of Schilm in the 
Church, and ſedition in the State; and as long 
as they continue to do as they have done 
in humouring, and hardning, and confirming the 
people in their obſtinate ſtanding out againſt the 
lawtul commands of their Superiours ; which they 
would never have done at all, if theſe men had 
nor at firſt infuſed into them theſe ſcruples, And 
therefore as CGJod asked Adam and Ewe, How came 
you to know that you 'are naked? lo it I ſhould ask 
thole poor fouls whom thoſe fly and ſubtle Scr- 
pents wee beguiled and ſeduced, How came you 
tro know that you ſhall ſin againſt CGrod if you 
obey the Orders of the Church in general ? or 
particularly how came you to know, That it # 
againſt the Canons of the General Couneels, and ma- 
ny bundred years praGiſe of the Church to Kneel in 
the AF of receiving? Did you or can you your 
ſelvesread tholc Creneral Councrls? Did you or 
can you <cxamine {o many hundred years practiſe 
of the Church as Mr. Baxieripeaks of 2 What an- 
lwer can they wake to thcle demands, bus that 
which Eve made unto Crod? The Serpent be- 


guiled me, and I did eat; Mr. Baxter, or lome 
lach 
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ſuch Godly and Learned men as Mr. Baxter is, 


&id tell us1lo, and we believed them: But what *' 
if Mr, Baxter do not b:lieve that him(clf which 


he would have you believe? For firſt he would 


have you believe that there is great reverence and | 
reſpeCt to be given (as indeed there is) to the Ca- * 
nons of General Conncels, and to the Catholick | 
—_— of the Primitive Church ; but doth he *' 

imſelft believe this? if he do, why did he fo tn- ! 
riouſly oppoſe that which all General Councels ' 
approve of and confirm ? I mean the Crovernment ' 


of the Church by Biſhops in the ſenſe wherein 


it is :{ſerted and praftifed in our Church? Or ! 
why did he perſwade Subze&s to take Arms a- | 
gainſt their Soweraign ? which he knows to be con. 
trary to the Doctrine and prafile of the Primi. | 
tive Chriſtians for many hundred years more then | 
he ſpeaks of, Secondly, Mr, Baxter would have | 
you believe, that Kneeling at the receiving of | 
the Sacrament 1s forbidden by General Comuncels, | 


and contrary to the cuſtome and preFJiſe of the 
Ancient Church, which I am affraid he doth not 
behieve himſelf; I am ſure there is no convincing 
reaſon ro make him believe it ; for it isnot the An- 
cient Churches injunction to ſtand when they 
prayed berwrxt Eafter and Whitfontide, that will 
prove they were forbidden to Kneel when they 
received ; eſpecially if the Presbyterian opinion be 
true, that we are not to be in the AG of Praying, 
whe 
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may pray ( as no doubt we may and ought to 
pray ) ina the A& of Receiving, then fſuppo- 
ting the Ancieat Injunction of the Chuc' tv 
ſtand at Prayer upon Sundaies betwixe Eafter 
and Whitſontide to be ſtill in force, yer all the 
reſt of the year we areto kneel when we Pray, 
and conlequently when we Receive, though there 
were no particular command of our own Church 
for it, Beſides Mr. Baxter knows that the afore- 
ſaid Injun&ion of the Church was but Temporary, 
till the people were ſufficiently confirmed in the 
Dodrinc and Belief of the Refurretion; for if it 
had been of perpetual obligation, and were (till 
in force, Mr, Baxter muſt needs condemn the 
whole preſent Church of Crod for kneeling when 
they pray betwixt Exfter and Whiſontide, and par- 
ticularly he muſt moſt of all condemn himſcl- and 
the Presbyterians of England, for not ſtanding 
when they receive, if at leaſt that Injunction be 
to be underſtood of Receiving, as well as Pray: 
ing; which if it be nor, then is it urged by 
Mr. Baxter againſt us to no purpole, as indeed it 
is; And theretore no doubt Mr. Baxter doth nor 
believe himſelf what he would have others be- 
lieve, when he prefſeth that occaſional tempo- 
rary injunction of the Church for ſtanding again\t 
kneeling; which ifit be of force, muſt needs con- 
demn his own practile of fretting, as well as ours of 


kreeling, The like may be 111d of Chriſts exam- 


27 


mhen we are in the AG of receiving; But if we 
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ple alleadged by himalſo , for would he, or would 
he not have his Diſciples believe that they arc 
obliged to do as Chriſt did? if he would not 
have them believe fo, why doth heprels them with 
Chriſt example? it he would have them bcelicve 
fo, I demand again whether he doth believe it 
himſelf or no ? if he do not, it is plain he is a 
ſeducer of the People; bur if he do believe it, he 
muſt needs condemn the French Presbyterians tor 
flanding, as well as the Engliſh Proteſtants for kneel- 
ing; nay he muſt needs condemn himſelf and all 
other Chriſtians in the world for not doing as 
Chriſt did in point of time, I mean, for not gi- 
ving and receiving the Sacrament in the Evening 
as Chriſt did, as well as he condemns us for not 
doing as Chriſt did in point of geſture ; unle(s he 
can prove (which I think he cannot) that we arc 
of necellity to follow Chriſts example in one cir: 
cumſtance of the ſame ation, and not in another, 
and in that circumſtance which is leſſe, but not 
in that which is more materia}; for certainly that 
circumſtance which denominates the action (as 
the circumſtance of time doth the Lords Supper ) 
1s molt material; and yet that circumſtance by the 
conſent of all Chriſtendome is altered from the 
Evcning to the Morning, and ſo was the geſture 
or polture of receiving allo, and that upon melt 
nit and weighty reaſons, till thoſe that delight in 
change would nceds have it otherwiſe, and that 
perhaps for na other reaſon but becauſe they 


f34 - / = 7* » OS - 


1] found itſetled in the Churci Z. This is not to fol- 
| low Chriſts example, who in things indifferent in 
their own nature conformed his practiſe to that of 
the Church in which he lived, though varying in 
ſome circum\tances from the primitive Inſtiturion; 
and particularly in this very aGtion, from whic1 
they prels us wich Chriſts example. For it is cer- 
tain that Chriſt and his Diſciples late at the Pa!!.. 
over, (though it be uncertain whether lc or t{tlcy 
{ate atthe giving and receiving the Sacramcnt v; 
no, for it was #42 7: 9unviaz, after be had ſup, 
faich the Text, Luk 22.20. )Howloever it iscertain, 
I fay, that Chriſt and his Diſciples ſat when they car 
the Paſlover,and this no doubt was according to the 
cultome of the Fewiſh Church at chat time; bur it is 
as certain that this was not the manner according 
to the firſt inſtitution of it, which was to eat it 
ſtanding, as you may read Exod 12,11, So that to 
urge Chriſts example againſt us, is to urge Chriſts 
example againſt himſelf; for as we conform our 
ſelves to the Churches order and cuſtome of our 
times in receiving the Communion otherwiſe in 
point of geſture, then perhaps it was received at 
the firſt inſtitution; ſo Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
conforming themſelves to the order and practiſe of 
the Church of their times, did celebrate the Palle- 
over otherwiſe then according to the firſt Inſtitu- 
tion it was to becelebrated in point of geſture al- 


loz thereby perhaps intending to teach us, that 
2 as 
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as longas the Eſſentials of DoQrine and worthip 
(which are unalterable) are preſerved, we are not 
to ſeparate from the Church, or quarrcl with our 
Superiours, if thoſe things that arc in their own na- 
tare alterable, be not alwaycs and in all places jult 
the ſame that they were at hirit, becaule there may 
be very juſt cauſe for the alteration of them ; and 
whether there be ſuch a cauſe or no in this and the 
like particulars, it is the Charch that is to be the 
Jadge. So that thereis nothing that can be collec. 
Cted citherfrom the Canons of the Councels, or 
from the praGtile of the Primitive Church, no ncr 
trom Chriſtzs own examp'e,that can prove kneeling 
at the Sacrament to bea fin ; neither doth Mr, Bax- 
ter himſelf believe it to be ſinful, forif he did, he 
would not ſay (as he does, Pag. 41 i. ofhis five Dil- 
putations) that be bimſelf wonld kneel rather then 


diſturb the peace of the Church, or be deprived of 


its Communion. In which words he confefleth, Firlt, 
chat Kneeling at the Sacrament is not ſinful or un- 
lawful, Secondly,that notto Kneel when it is impo- 
ſed, is to diſturb the Peace of the Church , and 
Thicdly,that the impoſing of it upon penalty of be- 
ing deprived cf the .Communin, is an etieCtual 
means to make thoſe that otherwiſe would not 
kneel, toconform to it; and conſequently, that the 
1mpoling of itupon ſuch a penalty is prudent and 
rational, and whatſoever is prudent and rational 
cannot beunlawtul; fo that not onely the Act of 

Knecling 
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Kneeling it (elf, but the impoſition of it by lawful 
Authority muſt needs be lawful. Neither indeed 
would the I cople icruple at the umpolition, it they 
had not been taught that the thing it ſelf wereun- 
lawtul, or if Mr Baxter would yet teach them to 
believe what he himlelt believes, namely, that it is 
lawful 3 which with what conſcience he can refuſe 
to do know not; forſure he is obliged to teach 
them obedien:e not to Divine Authority only, bur 
to humane authority allo in all lawtul things ; and 
not to let them go on in ſuch an erroneous opinion, 
as will diſturb the P eace,and deprive them of the Com- 
munton of the Church, and conlequently make them 
fin againſt God and man and their own Souls. Of 
which ſin of theirs he muſt needs be a partaker in 
a great mealure, if he do not perſwade then from 
it; ſeeing(as he himiclt faith) Qui non wetat peccare 
cum poteſt, jubet. And what Power he hath to lead 
or miſlead tholc kind of men,thezr venturing to kill 
and be killed ina molt unrighteous quarrel (up- 
on his peri[waſion) hath more then enough de- 
monſtrated during the time of the late troubles ; 
unleile he will fay that he hath conjured up a Spirit 
that hc cannot lay. Howlocver by how much the 
more fault he hath been in miſleading them here- 
-tofore, by lo much the more zcalous he ſhould be 
to reduce them ito the righe way hereatter ; 
which ifheand the reſt of his Brethren cai do (as 


Iam confident they can it they will) they will 
E 3 make 
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make ſome amends for the milchicf they have done 
and then there will be no fear or danger of Mini: + g 
fters being EjeGted for their tenderneſs towards the Peo- F 
ple,nor of the EjeGing of any of th: Veople from the Com- | f 
munio of the Church for not conforming themſelves to } ( 
the Orders and Commands of it, and conſequently, 

there will beno Schiſms or Diviſions amongſt us, _ 
when weſhall all worſhip the ſame God the ſame } x, 
way. But if they will not do this (which by all ob- Þ 4 
ligations humane and Divine they are bound to Þ 4} 
do) formy part I know no better way for undecei: | yj 
ving and reducing of the People, then by removing Þ 
ſuch Miniſters, and then we ſhall ſee when the Þ |; 
blowing of thoſe boiſterous winds cealeth, whether J} w 


the waves will not be ſtill or no: In the mean time, } 1, 
I hope the removing of erroneous and ſeditions, will } fr 
not neceſſitate the introducing of ;7gorant and ſca- } þ; 
dalous Miziſters, though Mr, Baxter ought to re- Þ Jj, 
member, thatas there i5no ſin more heinous then } 
Rebcllion, ſo no teacher ouglit to be more {canda- tr 
lous(I am lure there is none more dangerous) then } m 
a teacher of Rebellion, fe 

And now (to uſe Mr, Baxters own words)l | 


think there is no man to be found on earth, that bath the F ,.; 
ordinary reaſon of a Man, but will confeſs, That itis F 1 
indeed defiruGive of all Government and Legiſla- Y © 
tive power, to Aſſert (as Mr, Baxter did Aſſert)the F 4 
command of a thing in it ſelf lawful by Iawful Authority, } th; 
under no unjuſt puniſbment, with no evil circumſtance, 


which 
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which the Commander can foreſee or ought to provide a- 
gainſt (tor all theſe precautions were expeſly put 
1m the propolition which Mr, Baxter denicd ) is 
fenful Command,for no other reaſon, but becauſe the Act 
Commanded may be by Accident a ſin. 

Let Mr. Baxter then know, and (if he have inge- 
nuity enough) confels, that the words | ſpoke (as 
to this particular) were words of truth, and words of 
charity allo, as being intended and ſpoken to no 0- 
ther end, bur to undeceive that People, who by ha- 
ving his perſon too much in admiration (as if he 
could neither deceive nor be deceived) nad been fo 
long and fo dangerouſly miſl-ad by him; fo that ic 
was not I that defamed him then, bur it is he that 
hath deſamed me now. Neithee could I expect lets 
from the boldneſs of this man andthat Party, who 
have had the confidence publickly ro own the ob- 
liyation of the Covenant, even fince it hath becn 
condemned to be burnt by the Parliament, And 
truely I ſec no rea/on why all thole Books and Ser- 
mons which have been Preach'd and Printed zn de- 
tence of the Covenant, os to maintain the ſame or 
worle principles of Sedition then are in the Cove- 
nant, ſhould not be burnt allo, Nayl dare be bold 
to ſay, that if the Authors of ſuch Books and Ser- 
mons were not ſtill of the ſame opinions ( and if 
they be, Crod de'tver us from fuch Preachers) it 
they were not {iill, I fay,of the ſame opinions, bur 
did truely repent cfthem, and were heartily forry 

| tor 
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for the horrible milchiefthey have done by them, 
they would with thoſe converted Exorcilts, A&, 
19. 19. bring all thoſe Conyjuring Books of theirs 
together,and to ſave the Hang-man a labour, would 
publickly burn them all with their own hands, that 
ſo, though by the burning of their works they 
may perhaps ſuffer ſome loſs in point of reputa- 
tion with ſome of their Diſciples, yet they them« 
ſelves may be ſaved, but ſo as by fire, 1 Core 34 15. 
Ar leaſt they ought to be enjoyned to write Books 
of Retractation, as St. Auguſtine did, having much 
more reaſon to do ſo then St. Auguſtine had. 


And this Sir isall I have to ſay upon this occa- 
ſjon,and more a great deal then I thought to have 
ſaid, or then perhaps wasneedful to be ſaid to one 
that knows Mr, Baxter and me as well as you do; 
which if it ſatisfie you,as I hope ic will, you may 
do what you vleaſs with it, in order to the latisfy- 
ing of others; for this is the firlt and Jaſt trou- 
ble I mean to put my ſelf to of this kinde, what- 
ſoever provocation I may have from him here- 
after. 


Your very affectionate Friend 


and Servant, 


G.W orceſter, 
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1 The Atteſtation of D* Gunning and # 
Dr- Pearſon. 


Concerning a Command of Lawful Su. 
periours, what was ſufficient to its being 
2 lawful Command. 


His Propoſition being brought by us, viz. 

That Command which commands as AG in [ 
it ſelf lawful, and no other a& or circumſtance . 
unlawful, is not ſinful. : 

Mr. Baxter deniedit for two reaſons which he gave | 
in with his own haud in writing thus : One is, Be- 
cauſe that may be a iin per accidens, which is not ſo 

' 
q 


in it ſelf, and may be unlawfully commanded 
thewgh that accident be not in the command. 
Another is, That it may be commanded under an 


unjuſt penalty. L 


Again this Propoſition being brought by us, yi 
That Command which commandeth an AA in it ſel | *} 
lawful, and no other A& whereby any unjuſt penalty T1 
is injoyned, nor any circumſtance whence per accidens 4 | 
any ſin is conſequent which the Commander ought to p08 


provide againſt, is not ſinful, | 
o ti F Mr, 
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 Mr.Baxter denied it for this reaſon given in with © 
bis own hand in writing thus : Becauſe the firſt AG 
commanded may be per accidens unlawtul, and be - 


0 


commanded hy an unjuſt penalty, though no other | 


Ad or circumſtance commanded be luch, 


Again this Propoſition being brought by us, | 
That Command which commandeth an AG in it ſelf 
lawful, andno other A& whereby any unjuſt penalty ;; 
injoyned, nor any circumſtance whence direcily or per 
accidens any ſin is conſequent, which the Commander 
ought to provide againſt, hath in it all things requiſue 
to the lawfulneſs of a Command, and particularly can: 
nat be guilty of commanding an A& per accidens »n. 
'" lawful, nor of commanding an A& under an unjuſt 
penalty. 
Mr. Baxter denied it upen the ſame Reaſons. 


Peter Cunning, un 
John Pearſon. ve 
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Eaſt Mr. Baxter ſhould ſay 1 have defamed him once moze, » 4 

| by charging him with deviſing and publiſhing Maxims of 1 
Treaſon, Sedition and Rebellion, (which till be ſhould as F - + 

publickly recarit, 1 thought it unfit to reſtore brm to the exerciſe of 

1 any Att of the Miniſlry in my Dioceſs) I think my ſelf of liged to 

T /-: don ſome few of bis Political Theſes or Aphoriſms 1 bis 

own words, as they are extant (though it be ſirange ſuch a Book : 

ſhould (till e extant) 13 his | Holy Common-wealth] moſt falſ- [ 

ly' and profanely (0 called, | 


Mr. Baxter's Theſes of Government and Gower: 
nours in General, ol 


I. Overnours are ſome limited, ſome de faFo unlimited : 
'$Þ The unlimited are Tyrants and have no right to that 
unlimited Government, P. 106, Theſ, 101, 


II. The 3. qualifications of neceſſity to the being of S0- 
veraizn Power are, 1. So much underſtanding, 2, So much | 
will or goodneſs in himſelf, 3, So much ſtrength or exccu- ©, *' 


tive power by his intereſt in the People or others, as are ne- = 

ceſlary to the ſaid ends of Government, P, 1 30. The/, 133. ; 

I, From whence he deduceth 3, Corollarics, (viz.) i 
1, When Providence depriveth a man of his underſtanding 4 


and inteilefual Capacity, and that ſtatedly or to his ordinary 
temper, ir maketh him materiam indifpoſutam and uncapable 


of Government, though not of the name, The, 135, 
.* 7 2,1t 


— 


15 ſS, 


2. If God permit Princes to turn fo wicked as to beunca- 
pable of governing lo as is conſiſtent with the ends of Go- 
vernment, he permits them-to dcpoſe theraſelves, The. 136, 

3, It Providence ſtatedly dilable him that was the Sove- 
raign ſrom the executing of the Law, proteRing the juſt, and. 
other ends of Government, it makes him an uncapable ſub. 
jet of the power, and lo depoſeth him, Thef. 137, 


IV, hereunto be ſutjoyns, that though it is poſſible and likes 
ly that the guilt is or may be theirs, who have diſabled their 
Ruler by delerting him, yer he is diſmifled and diſobliged 
from the c_ of Government; and particular innocent. 
members are ditobliged from being Governed by him, 


V, If the perſon (viz, the Soveraign) be juſtly diſpoſſeR, as 
by a lawful War, in which he Ioſcth his right, elpccially if 
he violate the Conſtitution and enter into a Milnary fate 
againſt the People themſelves, and by them be conquered, 
they ar2 not obliged to reſtore him, unleſs there be ſome 
ſpecial obligation upon them beſides their Allegiance, 


Theſ. 145, 


VI, If the perſon diſpoſſeſs'd, though it were unjuſtly, do 
afterwards become —_—_— of Government, it is not the. 
Duty of his SubjeRs to ſeek his reſtitution, Theſ, 146, No 
not although (ſaith he) the incapacity be but accigental,. as 


if he cannor be reſtored but by the Armes of the Encmics. 


of God or of the Commonwealth. 


VII. It an Army (of Neighbours, Inhabitanrs,or whoever)do 
(though injuriouſly) expel the Soveraign, and reſolve to ruine 
the WW lnnacich, rather then he ſhall be rcſtored ; 2nd 
if the Commonwealth may proſper without his reſtauration, 
ar is the Duty of ſuch an injured Prince for the Common good. 
to reſign his Government, and if he will nor, the pcople 


ought tro judge him as made uacapable by Providence, and. 
nor. 
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nottoſcek his reſtitution to the apparent ruine of the Com- 
monwealth, Theſ, 147. 

where Ly the way we are to note, be makes the people judge of 
this and all other incapacities of the Prince, and conſequent- 
ly when or for uhat he is to be Deposd, or not Reſtored ty 
them, 


VIIE. If therefore the rightful Governour be fo long dil- 

flefs'd, that the Commonwealth can be no longer withour, 

t to the apparent hazard of its ruine, we (that 15, wethe _ 
ple, or we the Rebels that diſpoſſeſs'd him) are to judge that Pro- 
vidence hath diſpoſlels'd the tormer, and preſently to confent 
to another, Thef, 149, 


IX, When the People are without a Governour, it'may: 
be the duty of ſuch as have moſt ſtrength, ex caritate, ro 
prote& the reſt from injury, Theſ. 150, and conſequently 
they are to ſubmit themſelues to the Parliament, or to that Ar. 
my which deprſed or diſpoſſeſs d or murdered the rightful G overs 


HOMWY, 


X. Providence by Conqueſt or other means doth ufe ſo 
to qualifie ſome perſons above others for the Governs 
ment when the place is void, that no other perſons ſhall be 
capable —_— and the perſons (doth x0: he mean 
the Cromwells ?) ſhall be as good as named by Providence, 
whom the people are bound by God to choofe, or conſent 
to, {0 that they are uſually brought under a divine obliga- 
tion to ſubmirtto ſuch or ſuch, and take them for their Go- 
vernours, betore thole perſons have an aftual right to Go- 


vern, Tieſ, 151. 


XI. Ay thing that is a ſuricient fign of the will of God;. 
that this is the perſon, by whom we muſt be Governed is 
enough (3s joyncd to Gods Laws) co oblige us co conſent 
and obcy him as our Governous, Theſ, 15 3, . 

F 3 124. When: 
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XII. When God doth not notably declare any perſon or 
perlons qnalificd above others, there the people mult judge as | 
well as thcy arc able according to Gods general rules, Theſ. £ 


57, 


XIII. 4zd yet Allthe people have not this right of chooſ- 
ing their Governours, but commonly a part ot every Na- 
tion mult be compelled to conlent, &c, 


XIV. Thoſe that are known enemies of the Common Good 
in the chicteſt parts of it, are unmeet to Govern or chooſe 
Governours, bur ſuch are multirudes of ungodly vicious | 
men, Paz. 174, So that if thoſe that are ſtrongeſt ( though L 
fexeſt) cal themſelues the Godly Party, all others beſides , 
theniſelurs are to be excluded from Governing or chooſing of Go- j 
wernours, And amongſt the ungodly that are to be thus exclu- h 
ded, he reckoxs all thoſe that will not hearken ro thcir Paſtors 4 
(he means the PresLyterian Claſsis) or that are deſpilers of the 
Lords- Day, that is, a! ſuch as are not Sablaterians, or will not 
keep the Lords-Day after the Jewiſh manner, which they preſcrile, 
and which is condemaed for Judaiſm by all even of the Pref. 
byterian —__ in the world, but theſe of England and $cot- 
land ozly. 


XV. It a People that by Oath and Duty are obliged to a 
Soveraign, ſhall {infully diſpoſlels him, and contrary to. their | 
Covenants, chooſe and Covenant with another, they may be 
obliged by their latter Covenant notwithſtanding rheir tor- 
mer zand particular lubje&s that conſented not in the break- Y 
ing of ther former Covenants, may yet be obliged by occa- 
fion of their latter choice to the perion whom they choole, 


Theſ. 181. th 


XVI, If a Nation injuriouſly deprive themſelves of a wor- 
thy Prince, che hurt will be their owny and they puniſh them- 
ſclvcs ; 


ſelves ; but if it be neceſſarily to their welfare, ic is no injury 
to him. But a King that by war will ſeck reparations from 
the body of the People, doth pur himlelt into an hoſtile 
State, and tcl)s them a&ually that he looks to his own good 
* more thenthcirs, and bidsthem take him for their Encmy, and 


lo defend themlcelves it they cav, Pag, 424. 


XVII, Though a Nation wrong their King, and ſo quoad 
Meritum cauſe, ticy are onthe woricr fade, yet may he not law- 
fully war againſt che publick good on that account, nor any 
help him in fuch a war, becaule propter fixem he hath the wor- 
ſer cau'e. Theſ. 32. 

Aud yet as be tels us (pag, 476.) we were to believe the Par- 
liaments Declarations and profcſſhons which they made, that 
the war which they raiſed was not againſt the King cither ia 
reſpe& of his Authority, or of his Perſon; but only againſt 
Delinquent Subjects, and yer they actually tought againit the 
King in perſon, and we are to believe ( ſaith Mr. Baxter pag. 
422.) that men would kill them whom chey fight againlt. 


——__ 


Mr. Baxter's Doctrine concerning the Crovern- 
ment of England in particular. 


E denaes the government of Engiand to be Monarchical in 
| | theſe words, 


L. The real Soveraignty here amongſt us was in King, Lords, 
and Commons. Pag. 72, 


0). Asto them that argue irom the Oath of Supremacy and 
the title given the Kivg, I rcfcr them He. mlght have referr'd chem 


, _ to himſ:lf, pag. 460. where 
(ſaith 2dr, Baxter) to Mc, Lawſos's an- 50 ome - bp 


{wer to Hobb's Politicxs, where he the fame objedtien. 
ſheweth: 


ws #8 S. 


o s 


, 


inewerh that the Tule is often given to the ſingle Perſon for 
the honour of the Commonwealth and his cucouragement, 
becaule he hath an eminent intereſt : bur will not prove the 
whole Sovcraignty to be in him : and the Oath excludeth all 
others trom without, not thole whoſe intereſt is implicd as 
conjund wich his— The eminent dignity and intercſt of the 
| King above others allowed the name ot a Monarchy or King- 
dome to the Commonwealth, though indeed the Soveraignty 
was mix'd inthe hands of che Lords and Commons, Pag, W, 


III. He calls it a falſe ſuppoſition, 1. That the Soveraign 
power was only inthe King, and fo that it was an abſolute 
Monarchy, 2, That the Parliament had bur only the propo- 
ſing of Lawes, andthar they were Enacted only by the Kings 
Authority upon their requeit, 3. That the power of Armes 
and of Var and Peace was in the King alone. And therefore 
(ſaith he) thoſe that argue from theſe falſe ſuppoſitions, con- 
clude that the Parliament being Subjets, may not take up 
Arms without him, and that it is Rebellion ro reſiſt him ; and 
moſt of this they gather from the Oath of Supremacy,and from 
the Parliaments calling of themſelves his Subje&s, bur their 
grounds ( ſaith he) are ſandy, and thcir ſuperſtructure falle, 
Pas. 459, & 460, h 

And therefore Mr. Baxter te!ls ws, that though the Parliament 
are SubjeRs in one capacity, yet have they their part in the $0- 
veraignty alſo in their higher capacity, /&1d, And upon this falſe 
and trayterous ſuppoſition bs endeacours to juftifie the late Rebellion, 
and his onn more then ordinary atir.eneſs in it, For, 


IV. Where the Soveraignty (ſaith be) is diſtributed into 
ſevera\ hands (as the Kings and Par'iaments) and the King 
invades the othcrs part, they may tawtully deſcend their own 
by war, and the Subje _ aſſiſt chem, yea though the 

wer of the Militia be exprefſly given to the Kirg, unleſs 
it be alſo expreſt that it ſhall not be in the o:hcr. Theſ, 363. 


The concluſion (ſeth he) needs no proof, becaute Sove- 
raivnty, 


| 
# 
| 
l 


Ar. Baxter 5 JDoarme, &c, 


raignty, as ſuch, hath the power of Arms and of the Laws 
themiclves, The Law thar ſaith the King ſhall have the Afelz- 
1:4 luppolcth it ro be againſt Enemics and not againſt the Com- 
gnon- wealth, nor them that have part of the —_ with 
him, To rcfili him here is not to refilt power, but uſurpation 
and private will ; in ſucha caſe the Parliament 15 no more to 
be reſiſted then he, 121d, 


V. Itthe King raiſe Warre againſt ſuch a Parliament upon 
their Declaration of the dangers of the Common-wealth, the 
people are to take it as railed againit rhe Common-wealth, 
Thef. 358. 

And in that caſe ( ſaith he the King may not only be refilt- 
ed, bur ccalcth tobe a King, and entreth into a ſtate of Warre 


vith the people, Theſ. 368, 


VI. Again, if a Prince that hath not the whole Soveraignty 
be conquered by a Senate that hath the other part, and that 1n a 
juſt detenſive Warre, that Senate cannot aſſume the whole So» 
vcr1ignty, bur ſuppoſcth that government in fpecte to remain, 
and therefore another King muſt be choſen, it the tormer be 1ns 
capable, ( Thef, 374.) ashe tells us, be is, by ceaſing to be King, 
1nihe immediately prec:dent The 


VII, eA:d yet in the Prefare to this Book be tells ws that the King 
withdrawing ( ſo he calls the murderirg of 01.6 King and the caſting 
off of another ) the Lords and Commons ruled alone ; was z0t ths 
to change the tpecies of the Government > Which tu the tmmeatate 
words before he bad afjirmed to be in King, Lords and Cum- 
mons z which conſti:ution ( ſatth be) we were (worn, and 
lworn, and {worn again to be faithful roand to detend, And 
Jet ſpeaking of that Parliament which contrary to their Oaths changed 
ths Government by ruling alone, and taking upon them ,., ,_ 
the Supremacy,he tells us that they were the beſt Gos face io the 


vernours in all che world,and ſuch as it is forbidden ro #5 © 
mon wealth, 


Subjects ro depole upon pain of damnation, p86. 1 
G what 
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' What ther was he that depoſed them > one would thirk Mr, Baxtcr 
ſhould have called him a Traytor, tut be calls bim is the ſame Pre- 
face, the Lord Protector, adding, Thathe did prudently, piout- 
ly, faithtully, and to his immortal honour exerciſe the Go-, Þ , 
vernment, which be left to his Son, to whom (as Mr, Baxtcr ſauh | 
p42. 481,) he is bound to ſubmit as {ct over us by God, and 
to obey for conſcience ſake, and to behave himlelt as a Loyal | 
Subje& rowards him, becaule (as be ſaith 1 the ſame place) a 
full and free Parliament had owned him : #herely implying, 
That & maimed and manacled Houſe of Commons, without King and 
Lords, aud notwithſkanding the Utolent expulſion of the ſecluded 
Members were a full and free Parliament ; and conſequently that 
it ſuch a Parliament ſbould have taken Arms againſl the King Le mui 
baue (ided with them, Tea, though they bad been necer ſo much 172: 
fault, and though they bad tee the Learners of the warre, /or Letells 
ws #1: plain: and expreſs terms, 


VIII. That it he had known the Parliament had been the be: | 
ginncrs ofthe Warre and in moſt faulr, yet the ruine of the 
truſtees and Repreſentatives, and fo of all the ſecurity of the 
Nation being a puniſhment greater then any faults of theirs 
a2ainſt the King could deſerve trom him, their faults could nor 
diloblige him ( meauing bimſelf ) from detending the Common. 
wealth, Pay. 480, | 

And that be m9þt do this lawfully, and with a good Conſcience, he 
ſvems to be ſocanfident, that tn his Preface, be makes as it were & 
challenge, ſaying, that if any man can prove that the King was 
the higheſt power in the time of thole Diviſions, and that he 
had power to make that war which he made, he will oftcr his 
a! ro Juſtice as a Rebel, 

As if #6 thoſe times of Druaſton the King bad loſt or forfeited bis 
Souveraignty, aud the Parliament bad 1 only a part, but the whole $% 
eraignty tn themſelves, 


IX. Finally Mr, Baxter tells us, Pag, 486, That having often 
{carched into his heasr, whether he did lawtully cngage -=_ 
X the 
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the War or nor, and whether he did lawfully encourage ſomas 
ny thouſands toit;z he tells us, I ſay, that the iſſue of all bis 
{carch was but this, — That he cannot yer ſce that he was mil- 
, taken in the main cauſe, nor darcs he repent of it, nor forbear 


doing the ſame, ifir were to do again in the ſame ſtate of 


things. He tells us indeed tn the ſame place, that it he could be 
convinced he had ſinned in this matter, he would as gladly 
make a publick recantation, as he would cat or drink : whrch 
ſeeing he hath rot yet done, it 1s ecident be 18 ſiill of the ſame mane, 
and conſequently would upon the ſame occaſion do the ſame things, viz, 
fight, and encourage as mary thouſands as he could to fight agaznſt the 
King for any thing that calls it ſelf, or which he ts pleaſed to call atull 
and Free Parliament ; as likewiſe that he would own and ſubmit 
to ary Uſurper of the Severargnty as ſet up by God, althoug! he 
came to it Lytle murder of bis Maſter, and Ly trampling upon the 
Parliament, Laltly, That he would binder as mach as poſuitly he 
could the reſtoring of the rightful Heir unto the Crown, Aud now 
whether a man of this Fulgement, and of theſe affettions, ought to be 
perminted to Preach or no, Let any, but himſelf, judge, 
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